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On February 25th, 2020, the Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation and the University of
Pittsburgh Office of Sustainability co-hosted a Green Speakeasy event at the University Club from
4:00-5:30. The event titled “Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges” brought together staff, faculty, researchers, graduate and
undergraduate students for a workshop moderated by the leadership team of the Pittsburgh
Collaboratory for Water Research, Education, and Outreach. In total, 41 RSVPed for the event. Emily
Elliott, Collaboratory Director, highlighted regional water challenges and identified how the Water
Collaboratory’s multi-tiered community engagement, education, and research efforts are
addressing these challenges.

Workshop activities were aimed at identifying how to expand the University’s capacity to emerge as
a leader in addressing regional, national and global water challenges. Participants were instructed
to gather in groups of four to discuss two questions. Groups were given five minutes to brainstorm
and discuss ideas and five additional minutes to prioritize their ideas. Here, we briefly summarize
workshop outcomes in the following tables. We also share scanned worksheets from participants.

Question 1: What skill sets or gaps in water expertise are missing at the University of Pittsburgh?
In particular, are there specific disciplines or approaches that can span existing strengths at the
university.

Identified Expertise Gaps Times Mentioned in Worksheets
Water Law 2
Engineered Infrastructure 1
Water Policy 1
Water Quality & Public Health 1
Constructed Wetlands 1
Biotechnology, Synthetic Biology 1
Humanities 1
Environmental Justice, Advocacy 1
Climate policy, Forecasting (not paleo) 1

University Capacity M;:rt?:rf ed Recommended Cross-Cutting Approach

Develop cross-cutting curriculum 2 ﬂ:;ﬁ;fﬁg;ﬂﬂab'“ty' human & environ-
Develop cross-cutting grants 2
Enhance campus o gcé?]tmore green spaces, pervious pave-
Communicate with state/county 1
representatives
Interact more with industry 1
Greater community connection 1 Riverlife, watershed orgs, land trusts
Include staff in programming 1




Question 2: What are the most effective mechanisms to facilitate collaboration and
communication on water issues at the University? These can range from informal discussion
groups to substantial seed grants to enable new initiatives. Please draw widely from your

experience and be creative.

Recommended Communication Times
Mechanism mentioned Examples
5 - -
Create new funding streams for v ,2 % for vyatirbfrgm f'tt mfgastrui:
collaborative research ure project bucgets, seed grants
for inter-disciplinary research
Create communication platform Listserv that reaches all depart-
(include dorms, groups, UG/G, 3 ments, Resident Assistants, social
faculty, etc.) groups
. . Water certificate, cross-cutting
Develop cross cutting curriculum 3 graduate curriculum
Cross-campus water project,
Engage campus, celebrate wins 3 hackathon, external speakers to
campus
GSRs funded across schools and
Create graduate "water" cohort 1 departments, facilitate research
projects between G/UG students
- : Faculty incentives for team-based
Incentivize collaboration 1 research

We thank the Office of the Provost, Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation, and the Office of
Sustainability for their support of this event. We thank all participants for sharing their time and
insights with the Pittsburgh Water Collaboratory.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 1:

What skill sets or gaps in water expertise are missing at the University of
Pittsburgh? In particular, are there specific disciplines or approaches you see that
can span existing strengths at the university.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 1:

What skill sets or gaps in water expertise are missing at the University of
Pittsburgh? In particular, are there specific disciplines or approaches you see that
can span existing strengths at the university.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 1:

What skill sets or gaps in water expertise are missing at the University of
Pittsburgh? In particular, are there specific disciplines or approaches you see that
can span existing strengths at the university.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 1:

What skill sets or gaps in water expertise are missing at the University of

Pittsburgh? In particular, are there specific disciplines or approaches you see that
& can span existing strengths at the university.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 1:

What skill sets or gaps in water expertise are missing at the University of
Pittsburgh? In particular, are there specific disciplines or approaches you see that
can span existing strengths at the university.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 2:

What are the most effective mechanisms to facilitate collaboration and
communication on water issues at the University? These can range from informal
discussion groups to substantial seed grants to enable new initiatives. Please
draw widely from your experience and be creative.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 2:

What are the most effective mechanisms to facilitate collaboration and
communication on water issues at the University? These can range from informal
discussion groups to substantial seed grants to enable new initiatives. Please
draw widely from your experience and be creative.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 2:
What are the most effectivé me@to facilitate collaboration and

communication orf water issues at the University? These can range from informal

discussion groups t&sub

draw widely from your experience and be creative.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 2:

What are the most effective mechanisms to facilitate collaboration and
communication on water issues at the University? These can range from informal
discussion groups to substantial seed grants to enable new initiatives. Please
draw widely from your experience and be creative.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 2:

What are the most effective mechanisms to facilitate collaboration and
communication on water issues at the University? These can range from informal
discussion groups to substantial seed grants to enable new initiatives. Please
draw widely from your experience and be creative.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet

Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 2:
What are the most effective mechanisms to facilitate collaboration and

communication on water issues at the University? These can range from informal
discussion groups to substantial seed grants to enable new initiatives. Please

draw widely from your experience and/be creative.
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Pitt and Water Resources: Building University-wide Capacity to Meet
Water Sustainability Challenges

Please rank responses for each question in order of importance

Question 2:

What are the most effective mechanisms to facilitate collaboration and
communication on water issues at the University? These can range from informal
discussion groups to substantial seed grants to enable new initiatives. Please
draw widely from your experience and be creative.
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